[Two-Stage Reconstruction Surgery with Free Jejunum Graft for Necrosis of the Gastric Tube Following Subtotal Esophagectomy-A Case Report].
The case is a 73-year-old man who underwent esophagectomy and retrosternal gastric conduit reconstruction for esophageal cancer. Reoperation was performed because the oral side of the gastric tube developed necrosis on the 31st postoperative day. The necrotic parts of the gastric tube were resected, and a cervical esophageal stoma was created. The remaining gastric tube was pulled up at the anterosternal subcutaneous location in preparation for the two-stage reconstructive operation. The reconstructive operation with a free jejunum graft through the anterosternal subcutaneous route was performed 35 days after the reoperation. Vascular anastomosis was performed with the right internal thoracic artery and vein by microsurgery. The postoperative course was satisfactory. Necrosis of the gastric tube is a rare and severe complication of esophagectomy. Reconstructive surgery for gastric tube necrosis is generally necessary but difficult to perform because of the severe surgical stress it confers on the patient. In this paper, we showed a new approach for two-stage reconstruction with a free jejunum graft through the anterosternal subcutaneous route. This operative procedure causes relatively less surgical stress than other procedures; hence, it is considered to be a beneficial reconstructive approach for patients with gastric tube necrosis.